
Alberto Campo Baeza 

AN ARCHITECTURE FOR NON-ARCHITECTS 

Prologue. Una arquitectura para no arquitectos. Antonio López Salas 

PUBLISHED IN 

Arquitectura para no arquitectos. Jose Antonio López Salas. Editorial Seleer, 

Castellón, abril 2017 

  



2 

Alberto Campo Baeza 

AN ARCHITECTURE FOR NON-ARCHITECTS 

Prologue. Una arquitectura para no arquitectos. Antonio López Salas 

With this prologue to a book on architecture for non-architects, I would like to imbue the 

book, those who read it, the value of a career as an architect and life with optimism and 

a positive sense. 

I declare, from the very first line, without palliation, that architecture is the most beautiful 

work in the world. I have written so many times, and I repeat it at the beginning of all my 

lectures, how could I not do so in this text?  

Being an architect is a job with which, if you do things well, with honesty, knowledge and 

dedication, you can be happy and make people happy. 

People change their clothes, change their food, change their books, but they do not 

change their houses. The house in the lives of men is much more than just a place to 

live. 

Sáenz de Oíza always quoted some beautiful verses of a Basque poet, Gabriel Aresti, 

about the house, which expressed well the role that the house, architecture, plays in the 

lives of men. 

I will defend my father's house. 

Against wolves, against drought, against usury, against justice, I will defend my father's 

house. 

I will die, my soul will be lost, my offspring will be lost, but my father's house will still 

stand. 

A book like this will serve, serves, to educate people. Education is the key to a society. 

Perhaps the problems of this troubled society of ours are due to lack of education. And 

if it is about architecture, our society has a profound ignorance about what architecture 

is and what it means.  

Education, in everything and also in architecture, is the key to solving so many of our 

world's problems. I expressed this to President Barack Obama on his last trip to Spain. 

Obama, who is smart and intelligent, very smart and very intelligent, could only agree 

with me. And if we had talked about architecture, even more so. And in that education 

about architecture, texts like this one could be included. I can only give thanks for having 

received from my parents an education that was a real gift, also as far as architecture is 

concerned. 

This book contains many statements that are well understood as: "An architect is made 

/ Muggles know nothing / People do not understand us / We do not need / People should 

know architects, but not by the path of stridency / Architects must win the lost respect / 
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The architect is the director of a great team".  And in the last chapter "Let's improve and 

it will improve" we are told, and rightly so: "we can do many more things than just build".  

And following these and many other statements, I would ask myself some questions: 

How could people be convinced that when they want to build their house they should call 

a good architect?   

How do you know where to find a good architect? 

How much should a good architect be paid? 

When we have to go to the doctor, we do not go to the first one who passes by on the 

street, but we try to go to the best one, and the same goes for the architect. We must 

ask and inform ourselves, either through friends or through the Architects' Associations. 

As far as fees are concerned, there are indicative figures in these Architects' 

Associations. A good architect is not more expensive and is always profitable. 

These and many more answers are contained in part in this book.  

All in all, it pays to put an architect, a good architect in your life. And some basic books 

on architecture. Among them this one. 


