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PRECISE AND PRECIOUS WORDS 

Prologue. Investigar en arquitectura. Félix Solaguren 

This is a very unusual book. An architect, a very good architect, and a professor, a 

prestigious professor at the Barcelona School of Architecture, decides to bring together 

his comments on 24 doctoral theses in which he has taken part, either as director or as 

a member of the tribunal that judges them. 

"The reading of a Doctoral Thesis represents the last and most important academic act 

that can be performed in the Spanish University", he points out in the prologue of the 

book. And he is right. 

ARCHITECT 

Félix Solaguren is a first class architect. The works he has built, in collaboration with Mª 

Angels Negre, are all of outstanding quality. His diffusion does not correspond to the high 

level of an architecture that possesses the calm and serenity characteristic of the Nordic 

architects that he has always diffused. 

TEACHER 

The number of theses in which he has participated, in some as director and in others as 

a member of the corresponding tribunal, is enormous and shows the generosity that 

characterizes the best teachers. 

It should be noted the generosity of his comments, which does not mean weakness but 

a willingness to help the younger generation of architects who have decided to do a 

doctoral thesis. 

The critical capacity is remarkable and it is evident in how he analyzes the works in a 

simple but profound way, very didactic, very much in professor. 

COMMUNICATOR 

In addition to the clearly pedagogical nature of these comments, the clarity with which 

he conveys the ideas he proposes to us is to be appreciated. Far from the vain words 

that so often suffocate the university environment, the clarity of his exposition shines 

here. 

BOOK 

This is an essential book for any university student, and even more so if he or she is in 

the process of writing a doctoral thesis. After reading it you can easily deduce how an 

architect should do a doctoral thesis. 
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The joint vision of these 24 doctoral theses, so different from each other, will help future 

doctors to properly channel their research work. 

HIGHLIGHT 

I would like, following these 24 comments, to highlight Professor Solaguren's capacity 

for analysis and dissection, who with very few and accurate words is able to synthesize 

the spirit of many of the protagonists of our History of Architecture. 

When Anna Martínez's doctoral thesis La casa del arquitecto tells us about the "extreme 

ambiguity" of Schindler's architecture or the "traditional logic" of her beloved Jacobsen, 

one is surprised. It seems incredible that with only two words she can say so much about 

both architects. 

When in Elena Fernandez's Maecenas de la Modernidad, she writes about Frank Lloyd 

Wright's "ethereal, spiral and obsessive magic," she nails it. Or, even more fascinating 

when you read Rietveld's Villa Schroeder as one in which "spaces are more flexible than 

fluid". Spot on. 

Of course, it is no less so when in Arne Jacobsen: el paisaje cotidiano by Rodrigo 

Almonacid, he speaks of Jacobsen, his hero and mine, as an architect who "delved into 

abstraction". And he reveals his devotion to the master who "would be branded as 

bourgeois and boring and his exhibited work was mistreated. And he disappeared. Of 

course he, Solaguren, has placed him, in all fairness, in such a way that many architects 

now have him on an altar. 

And even more. In Asplund VS Lewerentz, Héctor Fernández Elorza goes so far as to 

affirm that "his reference is born in Italy", the reference of the two masters, of course. 

And later he adds: "To look is to draw, to photograph, to analyze". And he is right. And 

to give us a beautiful example, he makes us discover "the slight inclination of the notice 

board of the Stockholm City Hall" that Jacobsen designed in 1921. 

Professor Solaguren's accurate judgments are like loads of depth from an architect who 

knows and practices and loves architecture passionately. Thank you. 

THE THREE LEGS 

I have written many times about the three legs of the architectural table: building, 

teaching, writing. And these three conditions for a good architect are more than met by 

the author of this book. 

It builds very beautiful architecture. Little in quantity and much in quality. The Residence 

in Lleida, the house in Palleja or the apartments for young people in Barcelona, always 

in collaboration with Mª Angels Negre, are enough to be in the first line of the young 

Spanish architecture. 
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He teaches in an exemplary manner at the School of Architecture of Barcelona, in 

Diagonal, being one of the youngest and most prestigious professors, and loved by the 

students. 

He writes very well and very clearly, as can be seen in this book. With the ability to 

convey very well the ideas that boil in his head as a good architect. Convinced. 

PERSON 

And personally, the words that Marcus Aurelius wrote about Maximus in his Meditations 

could be applied to him: "no one before him ever felt inferior". He is such a person, so 

special that he is capable of writing of his own book: "my comments obey more to what 

I have learned from these Theses than to a criticism of them". How could one disagree 

with him? 


