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I do not know if the term structure is declined in Latin, as is declined rosa rosae, of the 

first declension. But I do know that many architects should be made to decline the 

structure of their works. And this, to make clear the importance of structure in 

architecture, is what Alejandro Cervilla proposes with this book. 

Rarely does one write a prologue to a book that one would have liked to write. Just as 

one would rarely like to have signed a work that is not one's own. For me, as a teacher 

and as an architect, this book is a book that I would have liked to write myself. To transmit 

to my students, with the meridian clarity that Alejandro Cervilla does, the most central 

thing as far as structures in architecture are concerned. 

You can tell it is a book about structures, written by a professor of projects. I have always 

said that it is impossible to separate the structure from the project, from the architectural 

work. I always remember how Sota explained this to us in a very simple way: "Can you 

imagine that when a woman holds her newborn child in her arms, she discovers that she 

has forgotten the skeleton and that she has to open the newborn baby in order to put the 

structure in place? Well, the same thing in a work of architecture". 

It is explained very well in this book how the structure establishes the order of space. 

And the whole book is a giving clear reasons for this. And it makes simple, 

understandable, the structure of the masterpieces of architecture throughout history. In 

the original text, to further emphasize this simplicity, the author drew and calculated by 

hand each of the most important buildings in the history of architecture, to make it clear 

how simple this subject is. 

The author writes that, when the structure is standing, "this is one of the most beautiful 

moments in the life of a building", and I can only agree with him. And I subscribe to his 

praise of the structures of nature, from the tree to the human skeleton. Because just as 

the human body is all the more beautiful the more beautiful the skeleton, so is 

architecture.  

The mechanism of analysis that Alejandro Cervilla uses, distinguishing between visible 

structures, hidden structures and illusory structures, proves to be of great effectiveness 

in understanding in depth this central theme of structure in architecture. And he does this 

with some old historical buildings and with others by Mies Van der Rohe. Pedagogically 

impeccable. 

In short, it is a book that is more than recommendable, essential, both for students and 

for architects themselves, especially for teachers. To make them understand that, as the 

author says: "the structure is something more, much more, than just the transmission of 

loads". 


