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“Neither marble, nor the gilded monuments / Of princes, should outlive this powerful 

poem.” 

 Thus begins William Shakespeare's "Sonnet LV" (55) which ends with: "So, till the 

judgement day come, you live in this poem, and dwell in lover's eyes.” 

This wonderful and Horatian sonnet would seem to be written by Shakespeare for 

someone who, like Vittorio de Feo, dedicated his life to poetry, to the poetry of 

Architecture. With his words and with his works. 

Do the words remain more than the works? The ideas with which the works are 

constructed remain more than the construction of those ideas. 

I still remember clearly, I have it now on my desk, the text "The Enjoyment of 

Architecture", published in English and Japanese in an A+U 1977/ 2. An issue of the then 

very prestigious A+U magazine published in Tokyo, directed by Toshio Nakamura. At 

that time I was the A+U correspondent in Madrid.  

In that issue of A+U, there were projects as accurate as the Regional Administration 

Center in Trieste or the proposal for a Monument to the Resistance, which also had 

beautiful drawings. 

De Feo's text, which I would later read in Italian in the Editrice Magma book with a 

foreword by Francesco Moschini and Francesco Dal Co, was very interesting. And so 

were the projects presented there. So much so that I decided to invite him to the Madrid 

School of Architecture in April 1980. 

In that book, Moschini well specifies De Feo's position between theory and practice: "La 

progettazione, inttesa come procedimento logico del costruire, ed un discorso 

sull'architettura svolto con gli stessi strumenti linguistici" (Design, understood as a logical 

procedure of building, and a discourse on architecture developed with the same linguistic 

tools). 

And Dal Co completes it very well: "I dos volti del lavoro di De Feo infatti, sono 

strettamente correlati; soprattutto, sono rivelatori di un modo diverso di porsi di fronte al 

problema dell'architettura e sono chiarificatori di un atteggiamento culturale 

extremamente problemático".  

His conferences in Madrid, where he came with Donatella, were a huge success. This is 

evidenced by the pictures I still have. At the last one, in the Crystal Palace of the Retiro 

Park in Madrid, there were, in addition to a multitude of students, Carvajal and Sáenz de 

Oíza who, together with the most brilliant young professors, put up a wonderful debate. 
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Since then we maintained a good friendship. And I professed and still profess an 

enormous admiration for him. 
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