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Oíza has always been behind all the good things, the best things that have happened to 

me as an architect and as a teacher. 

1 

In 1976 I was hired as an Associate Professor by Oíza. Alejandro de la Sota, who was 

my first professor of Projects, had advised me that, before entering the ETSAM, it was 

advisable to spend five years outside, working. I followed his advice to the letter and did 

not apply for an associate position until July 1976. Vain attempt. At that time, the circles 

around each professor were very closed. 

At that time at the ETSAM, there was a backlog of 2000 students who only had the PFC 

pending, and to whom, due to physical impossibility, no one was attending. Legally, they 

depended on the Chair of Projects III, which was Oíza's chair. And in December, at 

Christmas, they locked themselves in the School, with Miguel Fisac at the head, so that 

the matter jumped in a scandalous way to the media. The Rector got scared, and granted 

five associate professor positions to resolve the situation. Oíza went to the School where, 

in his office, he kept the applications for the month of July. And, without commending 

himself to God or the devil, he chose the ones he considered the best. I, who had stayed 

in Madrid for Christmas, received a call in my studio on December 28, informing me that 

I had been hired. Antonio Viloria, Jose Carlos Laredo, Antonio Miranda, Rafael Pina and 

I went in. No wonder they called us the Five. 

2  

In July 1982, six years later, I read my doctoral thesis, supervised by Javier Carvajal, 

before a panel formed by the following members: 

D. Luis Moya 

D. Francisco Javier Sáenz de Oíza 

D. Fernando Chueca 

Mr. Juan Daniel Fullaondo 

Mr. Javier Carvajal 

Who generously awarded me an Outstanding Cum Laude. 

3 

Also in 1982, Oíza presided over the tribunal that judged the Competition among 

professors to build a Gymnasium at the ETSAM. And he gave me the first prize. 
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The motto of the project was the "Transido Wall". The excavation for the foundations was 

even done. But someone opened the bag of Aeolus' winds, and they closed that hole, 

and it was never heard of again.  

4 

In November 1986, Oíza again. I won the competitive exams for the Chair of Projects at 

the ETSAM before a panel of judges made up of the following: 

Mr. Javier Carvajal 

D. Francisco Javier Sáenz de Oíza 

D. Miguel Colomina 

D. Felix Juan Bordes 

D. Sergio Pérez Parrilla 

5 

In 1991, I coincided with Oíza on a visit to London where we were both giving a lecture 

at the RIBA. In addition to the obligatory visit to the British Museum where we greeted 

the splendorous Venus of Velázquez, we went together to Lincoln's Inn Fields in Soane, 

where I quietly listened to him make the most beautiful comments about light that I have 

ever heard. I have some wonderful photos with Oíza and Mª Felisa Guerra, his wife, of 

that visit. 

6 

In 1995 Oíza presided over the jury that awarded my project for the BIT Center of Inca 

in Mallorca. 

Although the competition was anonymous, the list of those submitted was public. The 

jury was in favor of a very beautiful project, all white, all perfect, which they thought and 

commented that it was Campo Baeza's. But Oíza won, defending a project that, with the 

slogan "Secret Garden", was nothing more than a stone wall of marble. But Oíza won, 

defending a project that, with the slogan "Secret Garden", was nothing more than a wall 

of sandstone enclosing a triangular plot in which, in a regular 6x6 m plot, pillars and 

trees, orange trees, alternated. Very clear, very emphatic.  

And after getting the triangle project, the one he was defending, to go ahead, when he 

opened the envelope and discovered that the green triangle was mine, Oíza exclaimed: 

"Damn, he fooled me again! You can understand what I enjoyed when he himself told 

me this anecdote. 

Once the building was built, I will never forget how Oíza, generous, wanted to come and 

visit it with me and my people, and how he lavished generous praise on me. 
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7 

And always, Oíza accepted my repeated invitations to come to my Projects class. From 

one of his visits, I keep an almost unthinkable photograph. Next to Oíza are those who 

were my assistants at the time and today are all three professors: Jesús Aparicio, Juan 

Carlos Sancho and Miguel Ángel Alonso del Val. And among the students, Andrés 

Jaque, Héctor Fernández Elorza, Rafael Beneytez, Luis Renedo, Ignacio Aguirre, Javier 

Calvo Mayayo and Antón García Abril. 

Is it understood that I can title this text as Always Oíza? 


