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Once again Lisbon, the most beautiful city in the world. Once again the Portuguese, the 

best people in the world. Oh, Lisbon! Oh, Portugal! Oh, Camoes! 

My favorite architects are Tavora, Siza, Souto, Aires Mateus, Carrilho, all Portuguese, 

but what about the younger architects? 

Writing about the teachers has been an honor for me. I admire them enormously. But 

now I must do it about the younger ones. I have written about Paulo H. Durao, Joao 

Quintela and Pedro Silva, all of them outstanding. And also about the sculptor Carlos 

Nogueira. And now I am writing about Nuno Montenegro. 

I can give the same reasons about Nuno Montenegro and his work that Octavio Paz 

gives about T. S. Eliot in his acceptance speech for the T.S. Eliot Prize: "The magnet 

that attracted me was the excellence of the poem, the rigor of its construction, the depth 

of the vision, the variety of its parts and the admirable unity of the whole". Well, that: 

excellence, rigor, depth, variety and unity are all qualities that Nuno Montenegro's work 

possesses to the highest degree. 

From his School of Technology and Management in Beja, to his beautiful residential 

complexes in Ferreira do Alentejo and Lisbon, the Sugarcubes of Troia, to name but a 

few, they are all works of the highest order. In all of them, in addition to excellence, rigor, 

depth, variety and unity, one can recognize a stupendous personal stamp. 

Nuno Montenegro combines his status as an architect of the highest order with that of a 

teacher. He is a prestigious and beloved professor by students at the FA da Universidade 

de Lisboa. I have always defended that the best architects have always been teachers, 

and that the balance between building and teaching is more than desirable. This can be 

seen in Nuno Montenegro's built work. 

Next to Mies Van der Rohe. More than once I have told how my books talk to each other. 

So much time together, tightly packed, they can't help but end up being friends. This 

book by Montenegro, because of the M, is going to be with Mies Van der Rohe and with 

Richard Meier. And also with Mendes da Rocha, and with Melnikov and with my friends 

Mansilla and Tuñón, Alberto Morell, Ignacio Mendaro and Eugenio Montuori and Jorge 

Mealha and Joao Mendes Ribeiro. I'm sure Mies will like it. And, as we say in Spain, you 

will make good friends. Welcome to History, Montenegro! 
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