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Carlos Nogueira, one of Portugal's most renowned contemporary artists, has been at it 

again. He has once again played the role of architect. 

Bernini, to translate the myth of Apollo and Daphne, set up a wonderful sculpture where 

Daphne, whom Apollo tries to catch, had already started to grow branches on her hands 

and arms, she had already started to become a tree. 

Nogueira has dared more, because here Daphne is already all tree and Apollo is all 

house, all white box in whose enclosure Daphne has been trapped forever. Very 

beautiful.  

If Bernini was a masterful architect who was also a great sculptor, Nogueira is a 

marvelous sculptor who is also a magnificent architect. 

You know well the myth of Apollo and Daphne. Garcilaso de la Vega describes it in a 

sublime way in his Sonnet number XIII: 

Daphne's arms were already growing, 

and in long bunches turned showed itself; 

I saw them turn into green leaves 

the hairs that the gold scorched. 

Of rough bark they were covered 

the tender limbs, which were still bubbling: 

the white feet on the ground were kneeling, 

and turned into twisted roots. 

He who was the cause of such damage, 

by dint of crying, I was growing 

this tree that I watered with tears. 

Oh wretched state! oh bad size! 

May weeping for her grow every day 

the cause and the reason why I was crying! 

When you go to see that marvelous white box by Carlos Nogueira at the Santo Tirso 

Sculpture Park, put your head inside and you will see that inside the white box the tears 

of Apollo continue to flow, making that beautiful tree that Daphne has become grow. 


