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I am asked about my favorite piece of design, and I can only answer, the Lounge chair 

by Maarten van Severen for a thousand reasons. 

This piece faithfully fulfills Vitruvius' precepts of Utilitas, Firmitas and Venustas. 

UTILITAS 

The function, to lie down placidly, is perfectly fulfilled. It is surprisingly comfortable 

compared to the many chaise longue that so many other designers and architects have 

devised. Much more comfortable than that of Le Corbusier or Mies van der Rohe. 

Its position is defined in classical anatomy as the fowler position, and its three 

possibilities of change make it absolutely comfortable. 

SIGNATURES 

It is built with a fiendishly perfect technique. It is an outdoor chaise longue that presides 

over my terrace as the only piece, next to a lemon tree and an olive tree. 

Made of stainless steel and a mysterious black material, it remains impeccable as the 

first day. It resists all the movements of my body without flinching. 

VENUSTAS 

It is a piece of extraordinary beauty. Very elegant in its form, its materials and its color. 

There is no doubt that its beauty comes from the truth, from the authenticity of the piece. 

VALUE 

It is worth more than it costs. I was lucky enough to get it as a gift from one of my best 

friends who is a great architect, Pablo Fernández Lorenzo, which still makes it worth a 

lot more to me. 

ANATOMY 

It is not a piece whose shape has been decided from the form itself. It is what in anatomy 

is called fowler posture. This piece is of absolute rigor. Without any ornamentation, as 

Adolph Loos would like it to be. Perhaps the best qualifying term for this chaise longue 

is anatomical, anatomically fowler. It is as perfect, as beautiful, as well proportioned as 

the human body for which it is made.  
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ESSENTIAL 

It is the best piece of all designed by Maarten Van Severen. I imagine he must have 

spent a long time, years, to finish it. It took Virgil eleven years to write his Aeneid. This 

piece has sometimes been mistakenly included among the minimalist furniture. But it is 

not so, never, because what this piece is is essential. Like poetry that, with very few 

words, very well placed, is capable of stirring our hearts.   

TIMELESS 

The Spanish philosopher Ortega, a disciple of Heidegger, in his text "Meditation on 

Technique" distinguishes between technical instruments, such as the knife, which wear 

out with use, and artistic objects, such as the score, which never wear out. Van Severen's 

piece has the double condition, it is perfect technically, indestructible, and it is perfect 

artistically, eternal. 

It is the piece that I would have liked to design. That is why it is my favorite piece. It's 

how I would like my Architecture to be: precise, advanced, capable of remaining in time 

and in the memory of men: timeless. 


