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It would seem that the spirit of the African sky described so well by Paul Bowles in The 

Sheltering Sky, his best-known novel, has hovered over the wonderful Dalton House that 

architect Alberto Morell has built in Africa, in Kenya. A house that takes us directly to 

heaven. 

Can you imagine a house that is a stairway reaching to the sky? 

Can you imagine a house that is a staircase descending to the bottom of the sea? Well, 

this house that the Spanish architect Alberto Morell has built in Kenya is a house whose 

central theme is a staircase between the house, the sea and the sky. 

This house on the upper floor opens its big eyes to the sea in front of it. And on the first 

floor it opens to a large patio that serves as access to the house. And in that courtyard a 

large pool of water. And in the water, coming out of it, a large staircase that ascends to 

the horizon to, after looking at the sea, climb to the sky. Because going up that staircase 

you reach the sky, although going down the staircase you also reach the sky reflected in 

the water. 

The spatial protagonist in this house is that wonderful staircase that presides over the 

main outdoor space between the house embraced by the forest, and the sea. To me it 

brings to mind something of the spirit of Adolphe Appia, for the stairs, for the stripped, 

for the radicality. The first floor opens onto the large fenced courtyard that protects it from 

the forest, with the pool of water in the center, from the bottom of which starts that 

wonderful staircase that goes towards the sky.  

The architect's strategy, astonishingly effective, is the opposite of what anyone would 

have thought more sensibly: a staircase that instead of starting on the ground begins at 

the bottom of the water? A staircase that instead of serving as access to the house 

serves to escape from the house to heaven? One would say that, like Jacob's ladder 

described to us in Genesis chapter 28, it is "a ladder that reaches to heaven." 

The house is a large box, a powerful straight rectangular parallelepiped capable of 

housing a house with great freedom of program. Immersed in the jungle, the jungle will 

eventually invade the house making it even more beautiful.  

The house is built with local stucco made with coral powder, and the woodwork is made 

of thick African mahogany with hand-carved latticework. It is a house to behold, and to 

live in. Its inhabitants are happy as if the house had been there all their lives, since the 

beginning of the world. Some of their happiness can be seen in Javier Callejas' wonderful 

images. 

When I go to Kenya to see the house, I have asked Alberto Morell to let me live there. 

And there I'll sleep in the serene to see how the stars, reflected in that water, come to 

visit the house every night, and to go up and down that wonderful staircase. 


