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Alberto Campo Baeza 

THE BLESSING OF BARRAGÁN 

About Barragan's house-museum in Mexico City. 

It would seem that Barragán, master of masters, would have wanted to give us a wink, 

after designing and building the Domus Aurea, a house for the draw of the Tecnológico 

de Monterrey in Mexico. 

With the wise collaboration of Gilberto Rodríguez, we have finished in 2016, at the 

Tecnológico de Monterrey, the TEC, a house that has been worth the effort. In it, in a 

clear homage to Barragán, we have erected a large golden wall, so that all the light 

coming from above is reflected in it, filling the house with a beautiful golden light, so 

much so that we have given it the name: DOMUS AUREA. 

And as chance would have it, in the Casa Museo de Barragán in Mexico City, they have 

just found a precious document that I had been asking for for a long time. 

It was in the eighties when at the Madrid School of Architecture, the ETSAM, under the 

guidance of Javier Carvajal and with the effective help of Ignacio Vicens, we invited the 

cream of world architecture at that time. In addition to Richard Meier, who inaugurated 

those sessions, Peter Eiseman and Mario Gandelsonas, and Raimund Abraham, and 

even Siza Vieira and a very young Tadao Ando. It was a kind of gale that has never been 

repeated in our School. 

As a culmination of all that, finis coronat opus as the classics would say, we invited Mr. 

Luis Barragán, who had already been awarded the Pritzker Prize and who, in addition to 

the quality of his work, we knew of his personal quality.  

Barragán wrote a wonderful letter in which he said that, although he would love to return 

to Spain and return to the Alhambra, he could not come because "he was preparing to 

die". I kept that letter so much that I can't find it, but it will appear someday. In reply I sent 

him a publication that had just been published by the Official College of Architects of 

Almeria, and which had been designed by Roberto Turégano. On the large photograph 

of the cover, with a fountain pen he wrote a text that I cannot explain why that paper did 

not burn. 

And a few more things happened. 

After Barragán's death, and by indication of the family, all the elements of his house were 

left just as he had left them. And so, that publication was placed on the lectern (lectern 

of large altar books) that presided over his living room, in front of the large window that 

we all know well. 

A group of Spanish architects found it there, just like that. One of them did not like my 

publication being there, like that, and withdrew it. I was told the story by another of the 

assistants. 
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When, years later, I had the good fortune, on the occasion of an invitation to give lectures 

in Mexico, to visit that marvelous house, I asked for that publication for which they could 

no longer give me a reason. I asked for it several times, but it still did not appear. 

And lo and behold, in these days of Christmas 2016-17, I receive an affectionate letter 

from A. Garrido where he sends me the scanned document that attests to the veracity of 

the story. I think it is a wink, or rather a blessing from D. Luis from heaven, because he 

must have liked our DOMUS AUREA that we have made in his honor. 


